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"Good and Estimable woman, art thou con-
vinced of this madness ? Hast thou attempted to-
divert they man's mind in any way ? "
"Wise and Holy One," replied Ma Ba Yin, "I
take constant pains to distract his attention daily.
I wear my loveliest lungyis for his pleasure. I
place the Burmese Investors Gazette on his breakfast
table. I cause my eyes to sparkle like the stars
and my hair to shine like blue velvet. And at
Chinese New Year I took him to the Zoological
Gardens."
The wringkled forehead of the old bonze lifted
imperceptibly with a new interest.
" Good and Estimable Woman, during this visit
to the Zoological Gardens, did your worthy Syn
Ba cast off his lethargy in some degree ? "
"Yea, My Teacher, he seemed momentarily to<
be distracted and animated and even showed a.
genuine interest in some of the exhibits."
" In what exhibit did he display especial interest,.
Good Woman?"
"At the Tank of the Crocodiles, for instance."
The old man's eyes grew deep with knowledge.
Ke signed heavily and called to his chela t$ prepare
a chew of betel. He stared at Ma Ba Yin long and
piei cingly before he next spoke.
"Think hard, Good Woman, and answer my
questions with accuracy. Did you and Syn Ba
spend! any time at the pool of the great female
mugged who is reputed to be close on one hundred
years ol age ? Her mate, if I am not mistaken, is
also in the pool."